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assassinations became more and more frequent, and k
was necessar7 to provide for the worst, I took pains to
arrange so that the affairs of my Department need
not suffer any interruption in case of my disappearance ;
a sealed envelope, lying upon my desk, contained all
the necessary instructions to enable my eventual successor
to enter upon his duties without delay. This precaution
turned out to be quite superfluous; in spite of the
sinister predictions of the secret police, I was never per-
sonally an object of terrorist attack. I came very near,
however, being the victim of a plot against the Grand
Duke Nicholas, afterwards commander in chief of the
Russian armies in 1914. It was on my return from
Tzarskoie-Selo, the winter residence of the Court, where
I had been to make my weekly report to the Emperor.
The Grand Duke Nicholas had also gone there that
same day, and instead of returning to St. Petersbtfrg
in his special train he stayed to dinner with the Emperor.
So it happened that I took his place in the empty train,
and just before it arrived at St. Petersburg station the
engine driver noticed a person putting something on
the track and then running away. He brought the
train to a sudden stop, only a few turns of the wheels
from an infernal machine, the explosion of which would
have destroyed, not only the train, but a good part of
the railway station. This incident confirmed me in
my fatalism, and I have never regretted refusing to be
bothered with the protection of a police service which
M. Stolypine never succeeded in completely reforming
and whose agents, as was proved by M. BourtzefFs reve-
lations of the double role played by the notorious Azeff,
were sometimes no less dangerous than the avowed
terrorists. The murder of M. Stolypine appears to have
been committed by one of those agents, who served and